JTERNATXONAL  SOCIETY  OF  ANTIQUE  SCALE  COLLECTORS 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 

And  felicitations  to  each  and  every  one  of  our  members  around 
the  world.  .  May  1981  be  the  best  year  of  your  lives. 


AND  ON  WE  ROLL. 

Collectors  continue  to  join  ISASC's  ranks,  with  Scotland  the 
newest  country  to  be  added  to  our  international  lineup.  Our  members 
now  number  185,  and  we  predict  that  the  200th  member  will  join  us  this 
year  and,  in  so  doing,  gain  entry  to  the  Guiness  Book  of  Records. 
Meanwhile,  cards  are  enclosed  for  those  new  members  who  represent 
less  earthshaking  milestones  but  who  are  very  much  welcome  regard¬ 
less  . 

TIMELY  REMINDER. 

As  we  enter  the  new  year,  Al  Eaches  is  in  the  throes  (sic)  of 
collecting  dues,  and  we  urge  all  members  to  pay  promptly.  The 
larger  we  get,  the  more  work  that  is  entailed  by  the  few  who  serve 
the  many,  and  Al ' s  workload  is  one  of  our  largest.  Please  don't 
be  a  "slow-pay"  and  oblige  him  to  have  to  send  you  follow-up 
notices.  And,  as  a  reminder,  remember  that  now  you  can  pay  your 
dues  in  your  own  currency  by  personal  check,  bank  draft,  or  money 
order,  just  so  long  as  it’s  the  equivalent  of  $27  U.S.  (Also, 
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note  that  our  policy  provides  for  including  deliquent  members  in 
our  first  mailing  of  the  year,  but  dropping  them  thereafter  until 
they  are  current.) 

WE  LOVED  NEW  YORK!  , 

That  is,  the  impressive  turnout  of  members,  spouses,  and 
friends  who  attended  our  December  ISASC  symposium/bourse/auction/ 
dinner  (yes,  it  was  all  of  those  things).  The  weekend  started  at 
noon  on  Saturday,  December  13,  with  the  bourse,  to  which  a  number 
of  members  brought  a  wide  assortment  of  scales  and  weights  to  sell 
and/or  barter.  Trading  was  brisk  for  an  hour,  after  which  the 
symposium  got  underway.  Four  speakers  —  A1  Eaches ,  Brian  Brass, 
Michael  Joyce  and  yours  truly  --  comprised  the  symposium  program, 
each  addressing  a  decidedly  different  facet  of  scale  collecting. 

Al  Eaches  gave  a  slide  talk  on  the  history  and  diversity  of  scales 
and  weights;  Brian  Brass  related  some  ways  and  means  to  properly 
index  a  scale  collection;  Michael  Joyce  used  slides  to  describe  in 
most  novel  fashion  the  relative  importance  of  certain  criteria  that 
collectors  usually  consider  when  defining  their  collection  objec¬ 
tives;  and  I  spoke  on  pocket  letter  scales  in  vogue  during  the 
latter  19th  and  early  20th  centuries,  providing  some  graphic  relief 
during  the  course  of  my  remarks  by  withdrawing  from  my  pockets  and 
displaying  19  different  little  postal  scales. 

At  4  p.m.  the  bourse  resumed  for  another  hour  of  spirited 
bargaining  and  buying.  Then,  at  seven  that  evening,  32  of  us 
gathered  at  Gallagher’s,  a  popular  New  York  restaurant,  for  hors 
d' oeuvres,  cocktails  and  dinner,  interspersed  with  scale  talk  and 

good  fellowship.  As  scheduled,  the  auction  got  underway  promptly 

\ 

at  10  a.m.  on  Sunday,  with  Joel  Malter  and  his  cohorts  doing 
their  usual  highly  professional  job.  Bidding  was  spirited  (oh,  the 
inroads  of  inflation!)  and  everyone  appeared  to  have  bought  some¬ 
thing  to  take  home.  It  all  ended  about  1  p.m.  with  goodbyes  and  a 

collective  vow  by  the  Eastern  members  to  get  together  on  their  own 
) 

at  least  once  or  twice  a  year  thereafter. 
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Members,  spouses,  and  others  who  dined  together  were  Carl 
and  Barbara  Bender,  Brian  Brass,  Mark  and  Carol  Daley  and  friend 
Jim  Flint,  Al  Eaches  and  son  Al  E.,  Michael  and  Gwen  Joyce,  Eric 
and  Susan  Kane,  Joel  and  Adele  Malter  and  associate  Jeannine 
Boyles,  Lucio  Marson,  Mort  and  Shiela  Needle,  Bob  and  Vivian 
Raynor,  Dick  and  Susan  Sheinbaum,  Neal  and  Roslyn  Shoopak,  Bob 
and  niece  Michelle  Stein  (subbing  for  wife,  Margie),  Bill  and 
Maureen  Stuart,  Dick  and  Jackie  Wagers,  and  Lewis  and  Ruth  Weiss. 
Others  with  us  for  the  daytime  events  were  Barbra  Fogler  and 
partner  Wynona  Crossgrove,  Peter  DiCristof aro ,  and  Ira  and  Rena 
Goldenberg . 

AND  NOW,  AMSTERDAM  IN  APRIL. 

The  occasion  being  ISASC's  second  international  conclave. 

It's  scheduled  for  Saturday  and  Sunday,  April  11th  and  12th,  and 
invitations  are  going  to  all  European  members  and,  by  request,  to 
members  in  the  U.S.  and  elsewhere.  According  to  a  preliminary 
program  prepared  by  Gerard  Houben,  chairman  of  the  event,  the 
weekend  will  include  shopping  time,  sightseeing,  antique  market 
and  museum  visits,  a  scales  and  weights  auction,  a  "bring  and  buy" 
session,  and  several  meals,  including  a  festive  Saturday  night 
dinner.  The  estimated  cost  is  $63  per  person  (125  guilders,  27 
pounds  sterling,  110  deutschemarks) ,  and  hotel  accommodations  are 
available  at  50  guilders  per  person,  per  night,  extra. 

If  our  London  convention  this  past  March  is  any  indication, 
the  turnout  should  be  considerable  and  the  weekend  full  of  activi¬ 
ties  and  camaraderie  to  delight  the  heart  of  every  collector. 
Hopefully,  U.S.  members  will  be  well-represented  (the  Steins  have 
already  booked  passage) ,  and  if  such  a  trip  can  be  incorporated  in 
your  1981  vacation  plans,  we  urge  you  to  write  Gerard  Houben 
immediately  for  an  invitation  and  full  details.  His  address  is: 
Hugo  de  Vrieslaan  12,  8024  BM  Zwolle,  Holland  (and  do  be  sure  to 
print  "Airmail"  big  and  bold  on  the  envelope) . 
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CHICAGO ,  TOO,  A  COLLECTOR'S  PLACE  TO  GO. 

This  past  year  was  a  banner  one  for  the  Steins  when  it  came 
to  ISASC  members  paying  Chicago  a  visit.  During  1980  we  met  and 
spent  pleasant  time  with  Gerard  Turner  and  wife  Helen  of  Oxford, 

Hank  Daneman  of  Sante  Fe,  Eric  Newman  of  St.  Louis,  Brian  Brass  of 
London,  and  Emil  Cohn  of  Philadelphia  (and,  unfortunately,  were  out 
of  town  when  Lou  Boogaard  came  in  for  a  brief  day  or  so) . 

PATIENCE,  AS  WE  SEE  IT... 

is  closer  to  godliness  than  you-know-what,  at  least  as  far  as 
ISASC  catalogs  are  concerned.  Several  members  who  ordered  Salter 
catalogs  in  late  October  or  early  November  wrote  us  in  December 
expressing  concern  as  to  why  their  catalogs  had  not  yet  arrived. 
Although  we  understand  the  feeling  that  prompts  such  inquiries, 
we'd  like  to  remind  one  and  all  of  the  production  timetable  pub¬ 
lished  in  Newsletter  6,  May,  1980,  which  pointed  out  that  the  usual 
interval  between  the  date  of  the  catalog  offer  and  the  date  of 
mailing  is  about  9  to  10  weeks  for  the  U.S.  and  14  to  16  weeks  for 
overseas  countries  (a  few  weeks  less  overseas  only  if  shipment 
by  air  is  specified  and  paid  for) .  So  once  again,  a  reminder  to 
members  to  take  this  time  lapse  into  account  and  please  be  patient , 
patient,  patient.  As  for  the  Salter  catalog,  all  who  ordered  one 
should  be  pleased  to  know  that  it  is  going  into  the  mail  in  late 
January  (several  weeks  overdue  because  of  late  orders  and  production 
delays,  typical  holiday  season  happenstances). 

MISCELLANY. 

Enclosed  with  this  mailing  are  (1)  ISASC' s  third  quarter 
financial  statement,  proof  positive  that  we're  getting  more  and 
more  into  the  black;  (2)  the  latest  issue  of  Marketplace ,  describ¬ 
ing  scales  and  weights  for  sale  by  member  Wayne  Roberts;  (3)  the 
current  list  of  scale  literature  and  catalogs  published  by  ISASC  ; 
if  you  don't  have  at  least  one  of  everything,  your  library  simply 
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isn't  complete  (and  while  we're  on  the  subject,  our  regrets  for 
the  high  costs  of  postage  to  airmail  catalogs  overseas,  due  to  a 
recent  substantial  rate  increase) ;  (4)  a  brochure  published  by 

Fairbanks  Scales  commemorating  their  150th  anniversary;  250  of 
them  were  provided  us  through  the  efforts  of  member  Hank  Daneman 
and  the  generosity  of  Diane  Warner  of  Fairbanks,  both  of  whom 
deserve  our  thanks. 

LAST  MINUTE  OFFER. 

Virtually  minutes  before  this  Newsletter  went  on  press.  Tod 
Carley  called  to  remind  me  that  we're  ready  to  make  our  next 
catalog  offering,  this  time  a  Howe  (original  courtesy  of  Al  Eaches) . 
It's  No.  41,  published  in  1902,  and  runs  176  pages.  It  includes  a 
wide  variety  of  platform  and  counter  scales,  along  with  postal, 
grain  tester,  bicycle,  cotton,  butter,  suspension,  crane,  stock, 
railroad,  and  other  types.  Each  scale  is  illustrated,  described 
and  priced.  It's  a  fine  addition  to  our  library  and  yours  for 
only  $20  ($5  extra  for  overseas  airmail ) .  Please  use  the  enclosed 
order  card. 

AND  IN  CLOSING. . . 

Once  again,  my  gratitude  must  be  expressed  to  our  Society's 
stalwarts  who  have  contributed  so  generously  of  their  time  and 
talent  to  keep  ISASC  viable  and  growing,  namely  Michael  Crawforth 
for  EQM  and  so  much  else  in  the  way  of  member  services;  Al  Eaches 
for  his  first-rate  fiscal  management  and  all  the  detail  that  goes 
with  it;  and  Tod  Carley  for  his  masterful  production  of  an 
impressive  range  of  catalogs,  along  with  discharging  the  many 
tasks  that  lie  between  conception  and  completion.  To  the  three 
of  them  and  to  all  our  members  for  their  many  expressions  of 
support,  confidence,  and  cooperation,  my  deep  thanks.  The  future, 
indeed,  looks  bright  for  ISASC,  and  I  feel  most  rewarded  by  the 
friendships  I  have  gained  from  it. 

Fra  ‘ 


